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^The 53rd ,'Xl' (militeiy labor battalion) Battalion and headquarters in RaJ- 
hrad has five companies numbered one to five, and each' having a letter de- 
signation. The lith Company has *K', the 2nd Company »C. Each company ave- 

d f V5 ; d ®? int ° fow groups, each group having three swarms .'squads?/ 
;T£ d , / i: ‘ Bft > tal:ion had the ood ® number 9991, and was addressed at Post 
Box 52«c-W>/C, £mo. It was directly subordinate to the. Ministry of Defense 
in Prague* 

"This labor battalion had about 1200 men varying in age from 20 to I 4 O years* 

Most of the wen were young and should have served regular military terns, but 
were considered unreliable by fECT'-V (lm ad I n '/tavebin - A«sy Builders, the 
organisation which has ^elusive construction rights for the army). The older 
men at the battalion were formerly members of the German finny who had become 
Czechoslovak citizens, then farmers or cr-.ftsnen, and were not considered re- 
liable for administrative posts. They had been labeled as lazy and opposing 
the regime, and, despite their age, were given duty with this battalion. Fi- 
nally, there were about two hundred priests who had refused to recognise the 
ne’’ church law issued by the Communists. 

' Thirty percent of the men who started service with the 53rd PTP Battalion in early Oct- 

noer 52 were released on 20 november 52 , after six weeks oj. special military 
training. The others were required to serve ufatil 31 December 53, and their 
records staved that they had been kept on for * extraordinary training • to ter- 
minate on that date. Only those were released who had signed a pledge statin* 
that t.oey would work in the coal mines or in heavy industry for three years 
after their release from, military service. The men were not told that if they 
refused to sign th.xs pledge* they wo/.-ld be required to serve an additional 
months in the military. This prm’Aw' had been in existence in 19 * 3 . as »lb 
with the differ enca in 195.1 those refusing to sign had been rewired to* 

serve ,,5 months it, addition £ 7 , Tbc-rvfora, when the soldiers who started ser- 
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vice in October 52 and signed the pledge were released in November 52, the 
morale of those whv had not signed and hau not known what the consequences 
would be* was very low* Officer morale was also low* The officers had been* 
for the most part* members of the Protectorate Army, and had not, thus far, 
undergone any purges* Discipline was poor, and loyalty to the regime nil« 

"Soldiers of the 53rd PTP Battalion were paid? 13 Kc a day (10 Kc plus 3 Kc 
for cigarettes, etc*} A soldier who worked for AMESTAV drew wages the same as 
regular employees of this company, but from the soldier's AEMSTAV wares 110 Kc 
a day were deducted for food, clothing, etc* Fifty percent of the remainder of his wages 
was given to the soldier, and 50# placed in a savings account to oe given, aim 
upon his release* If a soldier working for AEMSTAV worked longer than eight 
hours in a day, he was paid overtime and the deduction was lid Kc a day# If he, 
put in a 12 hour day, the deduction was 165 Kc* Soldiers averaged 800 to 1000 
Kc after deductions £rxet 9 per month?^. 

"The food was ordinary but badly prepared and served* 

"Political education was ' given those who did not work for AIMSTAV, three 

times a, week for two hours each time, 25X1 

"Officers of the 53rd PTP Battalion were as follows t 


After the deaths of otalin and Gottwald, men were confined to the barracks: 
and if they worked with AEMSTAV they were continually guarded (even at the place 
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of work). This precaution was continued until after Qottwald’a funeral. 1 


25X1 


10, /"Following is the legend, with notes, for Enclosure A, sketch-nip of BtM — 
?3rd PTP Battalion installations* ; 

*1* Headquarters of the 53rd PTP Bmttalito, Rajhrad, located in sn old ot*. 
tie. This battalion was transferred to Ryjhrad from Libava in February 
' 1952. •' • •• 

. ■ ' . •" -'■■■■' ■' / ■:<«" 

2«, Artillery Barracks, Kralovo Pole A a section of Broq^, known as the Ca- 
det_ Scho ol, This barracks consists of t wo-story hriok buildings. | 

~ 1 at whioh tine one artillery re- 

giment was quartered here, 

3. Two-story buildings for officers. Buildings are 50 bv 10 meters, brick 
reefs, yelldw. 

Auto repair garage for all vehicles of ARMSTAV. This garage employs 
30 / civilians?/ and 10 soldiers. 

5» Here a concrete base Was laid for new barraoks. Four oompahies of sol- 
diers worked with large bulldoaers. I I the construc- 
tion was not completed. 25X1X 

6, Five one-story wooden buildingej barracks for aoldiera wor king on the ’ 
construction / see number SJ7* 


25X1 

□ 


7. Radar station at the Brno (Slatina) Airport.^ 


11. /Following is a list of installations observed [ 

ISV- ’T'hn rmmkoviA/1 1 4 > T ■•»: 


] in the vicinity 25X1 


of BrecldVi The numbered list serves as a legend for Enclosure Bt 

"l. Radar station, located in Moravska Nove Ves, This station had two sim- 
ilar radar installations. Nearby were two tents , (The soldiers in the 
tents were apparently guards, : They had khaki uniforms with black mark- 
ings to the' collar, also a red edging to the collar). Telephone n«ft » 

• from the tents /on normal flocks (sio)_7, 

2, Electrical transformer located about 250 meters from the radar Station, 
at the end of an electrical 'junction line / number 3 J » 

3. Electrical junction from a 15,000 high tension line to the transformer* 

This junction was installed in November 52; ’ 

it. High tension line,.. *\ ! '■ ■ : .h ' 

$ 

25X1 X: 


Barracks of Technical Battalion, Breclsfv. / 





, n 25X1X 

6, Headquarters of PS, Breclav, This was used as residence for the C omman der 
of the PS Breclav unit. It was formerly a castles 00 by 15 meters. 

‘ . / ‘ 

7* Technical - warehouse s’ this installation consisted of "two coacriBte bui ld ings 
supported by concrete pilings $ buildings were raised about orfe met er above 
ground level «, Each, building was 50 by 8 Dieters «. A guardhouse* 7 by 5 leters 
was also therev About ZO men from the. £3rd,PTp Bkttalibn and ibout 20 * 

ABM5TAV workers were used on construction ,7* 

■£? &H&A. CODfiS 

— end ' • ; ' ’ ’ 

BNCLOSUEESt As Sketch-map of Brno* showing 53rd PTP Battalion installations* 

Bs Sketch-map of Hodonin, showing other installations in area* 
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X* Headquarters 9 53rd FTP Battalion % 2* Artillery barracks $ 3. Two- story buildings for 
officers; lu Auto, repair garage; New barracks funder construction at time pf reporO; 
6» Five one* story wooden buildings barracks for soldiers employed on construction; u 
Radar station* 
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Legends 1* iiadar station; a. Electrical transformer; 3. Electrical junction; A. High tension volt are line; 

>• Barracks of Technica^^ rehouse, 
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